
Matching Exams 
 
 
1.  Read the directions for the exam BEFORE you begin. 
 
2.  Determine the pattern of the matching questions. 

Take a moment before you begin answering questions to determine exactly 
what is being matched. Are they people with quotes, words with definitions, 
events with descriptions? 

 
3.  Answer the questions you know first. 

Often answers to questions you don't know are supplied in other questions. 
Go back to answer the difficult questions later. 

 
4.  Choose the longest column to read first. 

One column will generally have more reading material than the other. If you 
begin by reading the column with the greatest amount of reading, matching it 
to the column with the least amount of reading, you can avoid having to 
reread the lengthy material each time. 

 
5.  Cross out the items used from both columns as you go. 

This will help you save time by not rereading the material and help you 
answer more difficult questions by visually taking you through the process of 
elimination. 
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