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SUBJECT: STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS 

I. PURPOSE: To provide a policy that delineates student responsibilities and rights and
a process for addressing student violations of the Policy.

TI. POLICY: 

A. STUDENT CONDUCT OVERVIEW

1. Students of Southern Utah University share with many others a vital
interest in the essential mission of their college. True to its founders
and motto, "Learning Lives Forever," Southern Utah University is a
center of learning where students prepare in know ledge and self
discipline for the responsibility to make, as free men and women, a
worthy contribution to the social, cultural, and economic progress their
forefathers thus far advanced. This purpose forges a compelling bond
of common interest among all administrators, faculty members,
students, alumni, and fellow citizens of the region and state--who share
the responsibility for cooperative action and support to fulfill it.

2. Each student is expected to uphold and improve the partnership in
his/her University, exhibiting conduct that respects the rights and
interest of others. This code is designed to provide basic standards for
student conduct to ensure the fulfillment of the common perspective
stated above.

3. As citizens of the larger community, students have all the
responsibilities which devolve upon any citizen. While the University
is deeply concerned with what happens to students both on and off
campus, the University generally holds students to be adults
responsible for their own actions and subject to local, state, and
national laws, together with all related regulations.

4. Students who violate these laws or regulations or the following
standards of conduct will be subject to disciplinary action. Incidents
occurring on the campus, or occurring off campus but present concern,
will normally be handled by appropriate University agencies.
Incidents occurring away from the campus which do not present
concern for campus safety or University property will usually be under
the jurisdiction of and subject to the prosecutorial discretion of local
authorities. Students should be aware, however, that the campus is not
a legal sanctuary and that local law enforcement officials have
authority to intervene when circumstances warrant. Moreover,
University officers may exercise authority and jurisdiction off campus
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b. Cheating, 
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Student Parking Appeals Committee, or the Student Disciplinary 
Boazd. 

2. Each of these whose functions aze described below--has a dual 
responsibility: (1) to maintain the safety and integrity of all members 
of the University community through upholding campus policy and 
applicable law, and (2) to safeguard the rights of all students, 
including those chazged with violations of campus standazds 
of conduct. 

3. In all matters before University Disciplinary authorities, the principles 
of fair play and due process aze followed. All persons present at the 
meetings shall treat the matters discussed therein with confidence. 
Each student accused of a violation is guaranteed certain rights and is 
hereby informed of those rights. Among them are the following: 

a. The right to be informed in writing of the nature of any 
complaint or allegation brought against him/her. 
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f. The right to appeal any decision not otherwise determined to be 
final to the vice president or campus judicial body. Appeals 
must be filed within seven days following notification of 
decision. 

4. A determination of culpability or lack thereof shall be based on a 
preponderance of the evidence. A preponderance of the evidence is 
defined as "the greater weight of the credible evidence." Or that it is 
more likely than not that the complaint/allegations are or aze not valid. 
After notification, if a student does not appear, the meeting will be 
held in his/her absence and action rendered on the basis of evidence 
available. All such meetings aze quasi judicial in nature and aze closed 
to persons not specifically authorized by the chair as a means of 
protecting the privacy of individuals and the intended confidential 
nature of the proceedings. 

F. OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF STUDENTS 

1. The Dean of Students (Dean) is responsible for a wide range of 
discipline cases refen•ed from students, faculty, administrative staff, 
the housing office, and others. While the primary responsibilities of 
the Dean aze to direct services for students, to formulate policies for 
student activities, and to counsel students, he/she also is charged with 
coordinating the activities of the various disciplinary agencies of the 
University. 

2. Complaints/allegations of misconduct are referred to the Dean who 
notifies the student of his/her rights and refers the case to the 
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matter back to the Board for further action. Upon acceptance, the 
Dean will issue formal notice to the student. The Dean may also 
counsel with members of the Student Services staff, students and/or 
faculty before rendering a decision or making a recommendation in a 
particulaz case. 

3. The Dean in his~her capacity as coordinator of all campus disciplinary 
agencies is responsible for convening the Student Disciplinary Boazd. 
Requests for a hearing before the Student Disciplinary Boazd should 
be made through the Dean. 

G. STUDENT PARKING CITATION APPEALS COMMITTEE 

1. Enforcement of University traffic rules and regulations is vested in the 
Chief of Public Safety. Fines assessed for traffic violations must be 
paid to the University Cashier. Visitors aze encouraged to park at the 
metered pazking. An individual who is cited for illegal pazking may 
appeal his/her tickets) to the appeals officer in the Public Safety 
Office. 

2. Those who feel their cases wan•ant special attention may appeal to the 
Parking Citation Appeals Committee. The committee is composed of 
a faculty member, a staff member, a student member (judicial council 
member, if available) and a member of the Public Safety staff who will 
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