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This information sheet outlines the consequences and available options for students with a terminated I-20. 
You are encouraged to meet with a Designated School Official (DSO) to discuss any questions you may have. 

Consequences of a terminated I-20: 

-­‐ Upon termination, you will need to decide what option to pursue. Depending on your choice, you may 
need to leave the country within 15 days of your termination. 

-­‐ You will not be able to reenter the United States with a terminated I-20.  
-­‐ All working privileges are terminated. Any type of employment after the stated termination date is 

considered illegal. Employers may be subject to severe consequences for employing an illegal worker. 
-­‐ All dependents will lose their F-2 status. 

Available options after the termination of an I-20: 

1. Return to your home country within 15 days of the termination date 
2. Return to your home country within 15 days of the termination and apply for a new program of study; 

this will require applying for a new student visa (paying I-
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